SIR JOHN BIRKENHEAD
[Born 1616. Poet and journalist. Probationer Fellow of All
Souls, Oxford 1640. Devised and mostly wrote Mercurius Aulicus,
the weekly journal of the Royalists at Oxford, 1642-45. He was
imprisoned, after the surrender of Oxford, and subsequently, accord-
ing to Anthony Wood, be lived by his wits in helping young gentleman out
at dead lifts in making poems, songs, and epistles to their respective mistresses,
as also in translating and writing several Little things and other petite employ-
ments. In exile with the Prince of Wales 1648. Knighted at St.
Germains 1649. M.P. for Wilton 1661. Fellow of the Royal Society.
His poems were mainly satirical. Died 1679.]
S
IR JOHN BIRKENHEAD, Knight, was borne at Nant-
wych, in Cheshire.   His father was a Sadler there, and he
had a brother a sadler, a Trooper in Sir Thomas Ashton's
regiment, who "was quartered at my father's, who tolde me so.
He went to Oxford University, and was first a Servitor
of Oriall Colledge: he wrote an excellent hand, and, when
William Laud, ABC, was last there, he had occasion to have
some things well transcribed, and this Birkenhead was recom-
mended to him, who performed his businesse so well, that the
archbishop recommended him to All Soules College to be a
Fellow, and he was accordingly elected. He was Scholar
enough, and a Poet,
After Edgehill fight, .when King Charles I first had his
Court at Oxford, he was pitched upon as one fitt to write the
Newes, which Oxford Newes was called Mercurius Aulicus,
which he writt wittily enough, till the surrender of the Towne,
After the surrender of Oxford, he was putt out of his
Fellowship by the Visitors, and was faine to shift for hisisdfe
as well as he could. Most part of his time he spent at London,
where he mett with severall persons of quality that loved his
company, and made much of him.
He went over into France, where he stayed some time,
I thinke not long. He received grace there from the Dutches
of Newcastle, I remember he told me. He gott many a
fourty shillings (I beleeve) by Pamphlets, such as that of
Col. Pride, and The Last Will and Testament of Philip Eark
of Pembroke, &c.
He was exceedingly bold, confident, witty, not very grateful
a.b.l.—e*	[23]

